
APPENDIX B: 
Selected Plans from the Olmsted Archives

SOURCE

TITLE:   Records Olmsted Job No. 2840, McMillan Park 
DATES:  1907-1911 
DESCRIPTION: The records for Olmsted Job No. 2840, McMillan 

Park, Washington, D.C., contain 42 plans and 
drawings dated 1907-1911, 1 file folder of planting 
lists dated 1907-1911, and 1 photograph album 
including 7 prints dated 1909. 

REPOSITORY: Olmsted Archives, Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site, Brookline, MA 

Note: The resources included in this appendix are selected based on relevance to the project and do not 
represent the entirety of the associated collection.  Several resources related specifically to the reservoir, the 
land around the reservoir, the playground, and the filters located west of First Street have been reviewed but are 
not included in this report because they are outside the boundaries of the project area. 

B-0: Inventory of Records for Olmsted Job #2840, McMillan Park, Washington, DC 
B-1a Plan #64, Planting Plan for McMillan Park (June 7, 1910) 
B-1b Planting List for Plan #64 
B-2a: Plan #78, Planting Plan for McMillan Fountain (Nov. 29, 1911) 
B-2B: Planting List for Plan #78 
B-3: Plan #27C, Details of gutters and walks (March 27, 1908) 
B-4: Plan #62, Treatment of McMillan Memorial (January 27, 1910) 
B-5: Plan #42, Sketch of McMillan Fountain (May 18, 1909) 
B-6: Plan #71, General Plan for McMillan Park (1911) 
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Plan # Date Title
1 May 22 1908 (recvd) McMillan Park

3 September 18, 1907 Topographical Plan

9 October 28, 1907 (recvd) Washington Aqueduct D.C. Filtration Plant General Plan - Showing Finished 
Surfaces 

12 November 13, 1907 Preliminary Plan for North-End Entrances

14a January 10, 1908 Preliminary Plan for Southeast Portion

14b January 10, 1908 Alternative Preliminary Plan for Southeast Portion

18 March 9, 1908 Southern Portion

19 March 12, 1908 Study for Revised Preliminary Plan

21 (sheet 2) March 16, 1908 Cross Section to Accompany Plans No. 23 and 53

22 March 16, 1908 Profile To Accompany Plan No. 23 and 53

23 March 21, 1908 Grading Plan for Playground

25 February 23, 1908 Planting Plan On and Near Filters

26 April 1, 1908 Planting Near East Shaft Gate House

27c* March 27, 1908 Details for Walks and Gutters

29 March 31, 1908 Western Portion

30 April 9, 1908 Northern Portion

31 April 11, 1908 Northeastern Portion

32 May 8, 1908 Grading Study for Northern Section

33 May 8, 1908 Grading Study for Western Section

35 June 18, 1908 Details for Shelter Sandcourts and Pool

37 June 19, 1909 Grading Plan for Northern Portion

38* June 19, 1909 Profile to Accompany Plan No. 37 and 46

39 June 24, 1908 Cross Section to Accompany Plan no. 46 and 37

40 September 9, 1908 Northeast Portion

42* May 18, 1909 McMillan Fountain

44 June 8, 1909 Grading Plan for Vicinity of Fountain

45 June 8, 1909 Cross Section through Walks in Fountain Section to Accompany Plan 53

46 June 19, 1909 Grading Plan for Northern and Western Sections

49 July 1, 2009 Grading Plan for Eastern Section

50 July 12, 1909 Profile to Accompany Plan No. 49

53 June 20, 1909 Revised Grading Plan for Playground

54 July 22, 1909 Grading Plan for North Portion Using 5th Street as a Park Drive

59 December 23, 1909 Enlargement of Plan for Construction oand Planting of Filter Beds

62 January 27, 1910 Sketch for Treatment About Memorial

64* June 7, 1910 Planting Plan for Portion around Filter Beds

65 March 17, 1910 Planting Plan for Southern Portion

66 April 7, 1910 Planting Plan for Northern and Western Portion

69 June 3, 1909 McMillan Fountain

71* 1911 General Plan

73 April 28, 1911 Plan for Planting Around Fountain

75 July 12, 1911 Plan for Planting About Fountain

78* November 29, 1911 Revised Plan for Planting About Fountain

*Not accessed

Frederick Law Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA
Inventory of Records for McMillan Park, Job #2840

Accessed by EHT Traceries, Inc., October 6, 2008

*Included in report
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B-1a:  Plan #64: Planting Plan for McMillan Park (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr. 
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)

McMillan Historic Preservation Report
FINAL DRAFT 7-28-2010 136

Prepared by EHT Traceries, Inc.
Prepared for Vision McMillan Partners



B-1a: Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.   
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Detail showing plantings in service court and entrance (see planting list for Plan #64) 
Note: First number indicates the type pf plant (see planting list for Plan #64) and the second 
number indicates the estimated quantity of plants needed. 
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B-1a:  Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Details showing plantings proposed for corner stair at North Capitol and Channing Streets 
and perimeter plantings along First Street, NW  
Note: First number indicates the type pf plant (see planting list for Plan #64) and the second 
number indicates the estimated quantity of plants needed. 
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B-1b:  Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.   
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
List to accompany planting plan (December 31st 1909) 
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B-1b:  Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr. 
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Planting list to accompany planting plan (December 31st 1909) 
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B-1b:  Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.   
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Planting list to accompany planting plan (December 31st 1909) 
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B-1b:  Plan #64: Planting Plan (June 7, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.   
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Planting list to accompany planting plan (December 31st 1909) 
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B-2a:  Plan #78: Planting Plan for McMillan Fountain (Nov. 29, 1911), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
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B-2a:  Plan #78: Planting Plan for McMillan Fountain (Nov. 29, 1911), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA)
Detail of planting plan 
Note: First number in planting bed indicates the type pf plant, (see planting list for Plan 
#77/78) and the second number indicates the estimated quantity of plants needed. 
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B-2b:  Plan #78: Planting Plan for McMillan Fountain (Nov. 29, 1911), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
Planting list to accompany planting plan 
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B-3:  Plan #27C: Details of gutters and walks (March 27, 1908), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 

McMillan Historic Preservation Report
FINAL DRAFT 7-28-2010 146

Prepared by EHT Traceries, Inc.
Prepared for Vision McMillan Partners



B-4:  Plan #62: Treatment of McMillan Memorial (January 27, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
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B-4:  Plan #62: Treatment of McMillan Memorial (January 27, 1910), F.L. Olmsted, Jr.  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
Detail showing section through stairs leading to fountain 
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B-5:  Plan #42: Sketch of McMillan Fountain (May 18, 1909)  
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
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B-6:  Plan #71: General Plan for McMillan Park (1911), F.L. Olmsted, Jr. 
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
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B-6:  Plan #71: General Plan for McMillan Park (1911), F.L. Olmsted, Jr. 
(Olmsted Archives, Brookline, MA) 
Detail of sand filtration site 
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APPENDIX C: 
Photographs from the Archives of the
Washington Aqueduct 

SOURCE

REPOSITORY: Archives of the Washington Aqueduct, Dalecarlia Water 
Treatment Plant, Washington, DC 

DESCRIPTION: The archives of the Washington Aqueduct contain photographs 
and other materials related to all properties within the 
Washington Aqueduct system, which is managed by the 
Baltimore District of the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers.

Note: The resources included in this appendix are selected based on relevance to the project and do not 
represent the entirety of the associated collection.  Several resources related specifically to the reservoir, the 
land around the reservoir, the playground, and the filters located west of First Street have been reviewed but are 
not included in this report because they are outside the boundaries of the project area. 

C-1:  Concrete construction of filter beds, 1904 C-21:  Court 2, looking east from center, 1944 

C-2:  Concrete construction of filter bed, 1904 C-22:  View of sand washing machine, c.  1944 

C-3:  Concrete wall of filter beds, 1904 C-23:  View of sand washing machine, c. 1944 

C-4:  Centers for vaulting of filter beds, 1904 C-24:  Tractor with filter rake, c. 1944 

C-5:  Construction of filter beds, 1904 C-25:  Tractor and filter rake, c. 1944 

C-6:  On-site concrete mixing plant, 1902-1904 C-26:  Transport of sand washing machine, c. 1944

C-7:  Form for column capital, 1902-1904 C-27:  Sand washing machine, c. 1944 

C-8:  Form for entrance ramp to filter, 1902-1904 C-28:  Sand filter bed 14, 1944

C-9:  Door to filter bed, 1902-1904 C-29:  Workmen scraping filter, c. 1937 

C-10:  Interior of filter bed, 1904 C-30:  Regulator House 5, 1944

C-11:  Looking east through Court 3, 1904 C-31:  Regulator House 1, 1944

C-12:  Interior of filtered-water reservoir, 1902-1904 C-32:  Construction of 36-in rising main loop, 1946

C-13:  Interior of filtered-water reservoir, 1902-1904 C-33:  Construction of 36-in rising main loop, 1946

C-14:  Panoramic view over filter beds, 1904 C-34:  Miscellaneous images of site, undated 

C-15:  Looking north along First Street, c. 1910 C-35:  View of Court 2, undated

C-16:  McMillan Memorial, c.1911 C-36:  McMillan Sand Filtration Site, late 20th c. 

C-17:  McMillan Memorial, 1942 C-37:  McMillan Sand Filtration Site, late 20th c. 

C-18:  View looking west on Court 3, c. 1928 C-38: Certificate of designation for McMillan Water 
Treatment Plant as an American Water Landmark.

C-19:  Aerial view, 1930 

C-20   Aerial view, 1930 
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C-1:  Concrete construction of filter beds (June 4, 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-2:  Concrete construction of filter beds (July 2, 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct
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C-3:  Concrete wall of filter beds (June 4, 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct

C-4:  Centers for vaulting of filter beds (June 4, 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct
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C-5:  Construction of filter beds, persons unknown (c. 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct  

C-6:  On-site concrete mixing plant for construction of McMillan filter plant (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-7:  Form for column capital of groined arch structure (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-8:  Form for entrance ramp to filter, looking northeast (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-9:  Door to filter bed (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-10:  Interior of filter bed (August 31, 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-11:  Looking east through Court 3 (1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-12:  Interior view of north filtered-water reservoir (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-13:  Interior view of north filtered-water reservoir (1902-1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-14:  Panoramic view looking northeast over filter beds (c. 1904) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-15:  Looking north along First Street (c. 1910) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-16:  McMillan Memorial, east of First Street near intersection of Channing Street and First Street (c. 1911) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-17:  McMillan Memorial (September 1, 1942), photo taken by Earl Francis Ketchem from 2411 First Street, N.W. 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-18:  View looking west on Court 3 (c. 1928) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-19:  Court 2, looking east from center (March 25, 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-20:  Aerial view of McMIllan Sand Filtration Site, looking northwest (June 2, 1930) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-21: Aerial view of McMIllan Sand Filtration Site, looking west (June 2, 1930) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-22:  View of sand washing machine (c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-23: View of sand washing machine as carried on dolly down filter entrance ramp (c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-24:  Tractor with filter rake (c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-25:  Tractor and filter rake pulverizing the filter sand surface and filter operation (c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-26:  Transport of sand washing machine on dolly over metal channels (c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-27:  Sand washing machine with helical screw conveyor, sand receiving hopper, and ejector throat holder  
(c. 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-28:  Sand filter bed 14, showing contrast of dirty sand at surface and cleaner sand between (May 17, 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-29:  Workmen scraping filter (c. 1937) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-30:  Regulator House 5, looking northeast (March 25, 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-31:  Regulator House 1, looking north (March 25, 1944) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-32:  Construction of 36-in rising main loop, looking north on North Capitol Street from Court 2 (June 13, 1946) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-33:  Construction of 36-in rising main loop, looking north on North Capitol Street from Court 2 (July 17, 1946) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-34:  Miscellaneous images of sand filtration site (undated) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-35:  View of Court 2, looking east from First Street, NW (undated) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-36:  McMillan Sand Filtration Site, showing new hospital development to the north (late twentieth century) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 

C-37:  McMillan Sand Filtration Site, showing new hospital development to the north (late twentieth century) 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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C-38:  Certificate of designation for McMillan Water Treatment Plant as an American Water Landmark 
Courtesy of the Archives of the Washington Aqueduct 
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APPENDIX D: 
Photographs from the National Archives Records 
Administration

SOURCE

REPOSITORY: National Archives Records Administration, College Park, 
Maryland

DESCRIPTION: Photographs and plans related to the site were found in Record 
Groups 66 (Records of the Commission of Fine Arts) and 77 
(Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers), within the 
Cartographic and Architecture Division, as well as in the Still 
Pictures Division. Aerial photographs were found in Record 
Group 18 (Records of the Army Air Force).  Most materials 
related to the site have not yet been transferred to the 
National Archives from the Baltimore District of the Army Corps 
of Engineers (See Appendix C).

Note: The resources included in this appendix are selected based on relevance to the project and do not 
represent the entirety of the associated collection.  Several resources related specifically to the reservoir, the 
land around the reservoir, the playground, and the filters located west of First Street have been reviewed but are 
not included in this report because they are outside the boundaries of the project area. 

D-1:   Aerial view of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, 1921 
D-2:   Aerial view of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, 1921
D-3:   Aerial view of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, 1921
D-4:   McMillan Fountain, undated 
D-5:   McMillan Park on west side of First Street, showing bench, undated 
D-6a:   Blueprint showing transfer of land for Michigan Avenue, 1932 
D-6b:   Key to blueprint showing transfer of land for Michigan Avenue, 1932 
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D-1:  View of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, looking north, Bolling Field Photo, Negative 9907 A.S. (summer 1921) 
RG 18AA, Box 153, No. 24 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Still Pictures Division 
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D-2:  View of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, looking north, Bolling Field Photo, Negative 9903 A.S. (summer 1921) 
RG 18AA, Box 153, No. 21 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Still Pictures Division 
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D-3:  North end of McMillan Sand Filtration Plant, looking northwest, Bolling Field Photo, Negative 9905 A.S. 
(summer 1921) 
RG 18AA, Box 153, No. 22 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Still Pictures Division 
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D-4:  McMillan Fountain (undated) 
RG 66-G, Box 9 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Still Pictures Division 

D-5:  McMillan Park on west side of First Street, showing bench (undated) 
RG 66-DC, Box 1 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Still Pictures Division 
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D-6a:  Blueprint showing transfer of land for Michigan Avenue (1932) 
RG 77-B 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Division 
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D-6b:  Key to blueprint showing transfer of land for Michigan Avenue (1932) 
RG 77-B 
Courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Division 
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APPENDIX E: 
Photographs from the Historical Society of 
Washington, D.C. 

SOURCE

REPOSITORY: Historical Society of Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C. 
DESCRIPTION: Photographs and articles related to the site.

Note: The resources included in this appendix are selected based on relevance to the project and do not 
represent the entirety of the associated collection.  Several resources related specifically to the reservoir, the 
land around the reservoir, the playground, and the filters located west of First Street have been reviewed but are 
not included in this report because they are outside the boundaries of the project area. 

E-1:   Movable ejector at work moving sand from filter, c. 1904 
E-2:   Stationary Washers, c. 1904 
E-3:   Movable ejector at work moving sand temporarily stored on top of filter, c. 1904 
E-4:   Looking northeast from McMillan Fountain across sand filtration site, c. 1909 
E-5:  McMillan Fountain, 1915 
E-6:  View of the McMillan Fountain, looking west from First Street, NW, 1934-1939 
E-7:  Service court, 1920-1925 
E-8:   Court 3, looking west from First Street, NW, 1949 
E-9a:  View of the base of the statue of the McMIllan Fountain, stored at Fort Washington, 1993 
E-9b:  View of the base of the statue of the McMIllan Fountain, stored at Fort Washington, 1993 
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E-1:  Movable ejector at work moving sand from filter (c. 1904) 
Purification of the Washington Water Supply (TD225.W3 A3 1909) (See Appendix A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 

E-2:  Stationary Washers (c. 1904) 
Purification of the Washington Water Supply (TD225.W3 A3 1909) (See Appendix A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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E-3:  Movable ejector at work moving sand temporarily stored on top of filter (c. 1904) 
Purification of the Washington Water Supply (TD225.W3 A3 1909) (See Appendix A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 

E-4:  Looking northeast from McMillan Fountain across sand filtration site (c. 1909) 
Purification of the Washington Water Supply (TD225.W3 A3 1909) (See Appendix A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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E-5: McMillan Fountain (1915) 
Rambler Collection (0829-3) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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E-6: Service court (1920-1925) 
Fisher-Waltz Photograph Collection(FW 037) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C.
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E-7: View of the McMillan Fountain, looking west from First Street, NW (1934-1939) 
(CHS 01251) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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E-8:  Court 3, looking west from First Street, NW (May 20, 1949) 
Photo by John P. Wymer (WY1109.23) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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E-9a: View of the base of the statue of the McMIllan Fountain, stored at Fort Washington (1993) 
Photograph by Jack D. Brewer (CHS 08834A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 

E-9b: View of the base of the statue of the McMIllan Fountain, stored at Fort Washington (1993) 
Photograph by Jack D. Brewer (CHS 08834A) 
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 
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APPENDIX F: 
Photographs from the Washington Historical Image 
Collection

SOURCE

TITLE:    Washington Historical Image Collection 
DESCRIPTION: Includes photographs from the Evening Star newspaper, as well as 

donated material from several other sources. 
REPOSITORY: Washingtoniana Division, Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library 

Washington, D.C.  

Note: The resources included in this appendix are selected based on relevance to the project and do not 
represent the entirety of the associated collection.  Several resources related specifically to the reservoir, the 
land around the reservoir, the playground, and the filters located west of First Street have been reviewed but are 
not included in this report because they are outside the boundaries of the project area. 

F-1   Image of McMillan Fountain, 1918 
F-2   McMillan Fountain, undated 
F-3   View of McMillan Fountain in operation, undated 
F-4 Aerial view of McMillan Sand Filtration Site, 1925 
F-5   View of service court, c. 1938 
F-6   Workmen cleaning sand in filtration beds, c.1938 
F-7a   Closing of McMillan Park , 1941 
F-7b   Closing of McMillan Park Article, 1941 
F-8   Moving of McMillan Fountain, c. 1941 
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F-1:  Image of McMillan Fountain (1918) 
Washington Evening Star 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library 
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F-2:  McMillan Fountain (undated) 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-3:  View of McMillan Fountain in operation (undated) 
Washington Evening Star, from June 17, 1949 article written after fountain had been moved off the site 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library 
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F-4: Aerial view of McMillan Sand Filtration Site (1925) 
Swartzell Rheem and Hensey Collection 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-5:  View of service court (c. 1938) 
Washington Evening Star from June 12, 1938 article 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-6:  Workmen cleaning sand in filtration beds (c.1938) 
Washington Evening Star, from June 12, 1938 article  
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-7a:  Closing of McMillan Park  (1941) 
Washington Evening Star from May 1, 1941 article 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-7b:  Closing of McMillan Park Article(May 1, 1941) 
Washington Evening Star 
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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F-8:  Moving of McMillan Fountain (c. 1941) 
Washington Evening Star, from October 29, 1941 article  
Courtesy of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library
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APPENDIX I: 
Evaluation of Relative Level of Significance and 
Integrity for Each Resource Type 

The following table presents the evaluation of the Relative Level of Significance (RLS) and Integrity for 
each resource type that is identified at the McMillan Site and described in Chapter 1 of this report in the 
following order: 

BUILT RESOURCES
Service Courts 
Service Court Walls 
Regulator Houses 
Sand Storage Bins 
Stationary Sand Washers 
Filter Beds 
Filter Bed Portals 
Filter Bed Ramps 
Filter Bed Sand 
Manholes and Manhole Covers 
Perimeter Pedestrian Path 
Corner Stairs 
Service Ramps and Stairs 
Tunnel

LANDSCAPE RESOURCES
Perimeter Plantings 
Service Court Plantings 

SITE RESOURCES
Site Boundaries 
Site Plan and Spatial Organization  
Topography
Internal Views 
External Views 

As presented in Chapters 2 and 3 of this report, the RLS and integrity were evaluated using the following 
methods.
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METHODS

RELATIVE LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Relative Level of Significance (RLS) of individual resources has been developed as a preservation-planning 
tool to assess the relative importance of resource types, as recommended by the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards. The RLS ranks each resource based on its contribution to the historic significance of the landmark 
as a whole. 

The first step in evaluating the RLS of the resources within the McMillan Site is an understanding of the 
significance of the McMillan Site within the context of the entire McMillan Park Reservoir Landmark. Based 
on the evaluation of the McMillan Site provided in Chapter1, the following principles were accepted: 

The McMillan Site is understood as a distinct component of the McMillan Park Reservoir Landmark 
and the relative level of significance of the individual resources within the McMillan Site should be 
evaluated for the resource’s role in conveying this distinction; 
The McMillan Site is significant for the same reasons that the Landmark was judged to be 
significant; thus the relative level of significance of the individual resources within the McMillan Site 
should be evaluated based on the same criteria. 

Using these principles, each of the resource types identified in the Resource Inventory in Chapter 3 was 
evaluated for its contribution to the significance of the McMillan Site based on the following criteria: 

CRITERION A:  Association with the History of Water Purification
CRITERION B:  Association with Senator James McMillan 
CRITERION C:  Distinctive Design and Construction as a Public Works Facility and Public Park 

The following considerations were then made to determine the RLS of each resource type under each of 
the above criterion:

CRITERION A:  
o How does/did the resource convey the operations of a slow sand filtration plant? 
o How does/did the resource convey the role of a slow sand filtration plant within the water 

purification system of the City of Washington?  
o How does/did the resource convey the original operational scale of this slow sand 

filtration plant? 
o How does/did the resource convey the story of the Site’s construction as a distinct 

component of the first water treatment facility for the City of Washington? 
o How does/did the resource convey the importance of water purification to the City of 

Washington?
CRITERION B:  

o How does/did the resource convey the Site’s association as a distinct component of the 
first water treatment facility within the larger District of Columbia park system that is 
associated with the leadership of Senator James McMillan? 

o How does/did the resource convey the experience of the Site as a distinct component of 
McMillan Park and as a memorial to Senator James McMillan. 

CRITERION C:  
o How does/did the resource convey the original construction methods of this slow sand 

filtration plant? 
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o How does/did the resource contribute to the Site’s distinctive architectural character and 
aesthetic and its role as a distinct component of the first water treatment facility for the 
City of Washington? 

o How does/did the resource convey Olmsted’s design intentions for the Site’s original 
landscape plan as a distinct component of McMillan Park? 

Using these considerations, each resource was then ranked on a scale of 0 to 3 for its contribution to the 
significance of the McMillan Site under each of the evaluation criterion, with 3 corresponding to the 
greatest level of contribution.  Based on the sum of the rankings for each criterion, the resource type was 
then assigned an RLS as follows: 

RELATIVE LEVEL OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

SUM OF 
RANKINGS

DESCRIPTION

KEY 8-9 The resource is of the highest level of 
contribution to the historic significance of 
the McMillan Site and is essential to 
understanding the most significant aspects 
of the McMillan’s Site’s history and historic 
character. 

SUPPORTING 4-7 The resource is moderately important to 
conveying the significant aspects of the 
McMillan’s Site’s history and historic 
character. 

MINOR 1-3 The resource is minimally important to 
conveying the significant aspects of the  
McMillan’s Site’s history and historic 
character.  

NON-CONTRIBUTING 0 The resource does not contribute to the 
historic significance or historic character of 
the McMillan Site. 
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HISTORIC INTEGRITY 

The integrity of each resource type was evaluated based on a comparison of historic documentation (plans, 
drawings, photographs, and narrative descriptions) with on-site investigations of existing conditions.  
Because this integrity evaluation was completed for the purposes of developing recommendations for the 
proposal that will be part of a PUD Stage 1 Submission, the integrity was evaluated for each resource 
type listed in the Resource Inventory (see Chapter X) rather than for individual resources. Therefore, the 
integrity does not necessarily reflect details of the physical condition of each resource; rather, the integrity 
evaluation conveys whether each resource type is extant and appears to be consistent with the original 
location and design that is reflected in historic documentation. Structural integrity was not evaluated as 
part of this study. Based on this evaluation, each resource type was assigned one of the following levels of 
integrity:

INTEGRITY DESCRIPTION 
High All resources within the resource type are 

extant, in their original locations, and appear to 
be visually consistent with the historic character 
of the resource as seen in historic 
documentation.

Moderate All resources within the resource type are 
extant and in their original locations, but the 
general physical condition of the resource type 
does not fully convey the original character of 
the resource type as seen in historic 
documentation.

Low Not all resources within the resource type are 
extant and/or the general physical condition of 
the resource type has diminished its overall 
integrity so that its historic character is not fully 
legible.

No Integrity The resource is no longer extant and retains no 
material integrity. 
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APPENDIX J: 
TREATMENT APPROACH GUIDELINES 

The following table presents treatment guidelines for each resource type identified in the Resource 
Inventory in Chapter 1 of this report in the following order: 

BUILT RESOURCES
Service Courts 
Service Court Walls 
Regulator Houses 
Sand Storage Bins 
Stationary Sand Washers 
Filter Beds 
Filter Bed Portals 
Filter Bed Ramps 
Filter Bed Sand 
Manholes and Manhole Covers 
Perimeter Pedestrian Path 
Corner Stairs 
Service Ramps and Stairs 
Tunnel

LANDSCAPE RESOURCES
Perimeter Plantings 
Service Court Plantings 

SITE RESOURCES
Site Boundaries 
Site Plan and Spatial Organization  
Topography
Internal Views 
External Views 

As presented in Chapter 4 of this report, the treatment approach guidelines were created using the 
following methods. 
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METHODS

A range of treatment approaches is provided for each individual resource type that is listed in the 
Resource Inventory in Chapter 1 of this report.  The Quitclaim Deed that transferred ownership of the 
McMillan Site from the United States to the District of Columbia addresses the protection of the site. The 
deed states that any work proposed to take place on the McMillan Park Reservoir Historic Landmark must 
be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  Rehabilitation of the McMillan 
Site may include a variety of treatment approaches for its individual resources. Therefore, the range of 
treatment approaches proposed in this report for each resource type is based on the four treatment 
approaches provided in the Standards: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Reconstruction. These 
approaches are defined as follows: 

• PRESERVATION: The act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and materials of an historic property.  Work, including preliminary measures to 
protect and stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and 
repair of historic materials and features rather than extensive replacement, new construction, 
or exterior additions. 

• REHABILTIATION: The act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property 
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features that 
convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

• RESTORATION: The act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character 
of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of 
features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the 
restoration period. 

• RECONSTRUCTION: The act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, 
features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object for the 
purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic location. 
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APPENDIX K: 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR THE 
TREATMENT OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

The following text is taken directly from http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR THE TREATMENT OF 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES (1995) 

FOUR TREATMENT APPROACHES 

There are Standards for four distinct, but interrelated, approaches to the treatment of historic properties--
preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction.  

Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic materials and retention of a 
property's form as it has evolved over time. (Protection and Stabilization have now been 
consolidated under this treatment.)  
Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to meet continuing or 
changing uses while retaining the property's historic character.  
Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, while removing evidence 
of other periods.  
Reconstruction re-creates vanished or non-surviving portions of a property for interpretive 
purposes.  

CHOOSING AN APPROPRIATE TREATMENT 

Choosing an appropriate treatment for a historic building or landscape, whether preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, or reconstruction is critical. This choice always depends on a variety of factors, including its 
historical significance, physical condition, proposed use, and intended interpretation.  

The questions that follow pertain specifically to historic buildings, but the process of decision making would 
be similar for other property types:  

Relative importance in history. Is the building a nationally significant resource--a rare survivor or 
the work of a master architect or craftsman? Did an important event take place in it? National 
Historic Landmarks, designated for their "exceptional significance in American history," or many 
buildings individually listed in the National Register often warrant Preservation or Restoration.
Buildings that contribute to the significance of a historic district but are not individually listed in the 
National Register more frequently undergo Rehabilitation for a compatible new use.  
Physical condition. What is the existing condition--or degree of material integrity--of the building 
prior to work? Has the original form survived largely intact or has it been altered over time? Are the 
alterations an important part of the building's history? Preservation may be appropriate if distinctive 
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materials, features, and spaces are essentially intact and convey the building's historical 
significance. If the building requires more extensive repair and replacement, or if alterations or 
additions are necessary for a new use, then Rehabilitation is probably the most appropriate 
treatment. These key questions play major roles in determining what treatment is selected.
Proposed use. An essential, practical question to ask is: Will the building be used as it was 
historically or will it be given a new use? Many historic buildings can be adapted for new uses 
without seriously damaging their historic character; special-use properties such as grain silos, forts, 
ice houses, or windmills may be extremely difficult to adapt to new uses without major intervention 
and a resulting loss of historic character and even integrity.  
Mandated code requirements. Regardless of the treatment, code requirements will need to be 
taken into consideration. But if hastily or poorly designed, code-required work may jeopardize a 
building's materials as well as its historic character. Thus, if a building needs to be seismically 
upgraded, modifications to the historic appearance should be minimal. Abatement of lead paint and 
asbestos within historic buildings requires particular care if important historic finishes are not to be 
adversely affected. Finally, alterations and new construction needed to meet accessibility 
requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 should be designed to minimize 
material loss and visual change to a historic building.  

STANDARDS FOR PRESERVATION 

PRESERVATION IS DEFINED as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect and 
stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and 
features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions are not within 
the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a 
preservation project.

1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes the retention of 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. Where a treatment and use have 
not been identified, a property will be protected and, if necessary, stabilized until additional work 
may be undertaken.  

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement of intact or 
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.  

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features will be physically and 
visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly documented for future 
research.  

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and 
preserved.  

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of 
intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration requires repair or limited replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
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PRESERVATION AS A TREATMENT. When the property's distinctive materials, features, and spaces are 
essentially intact and thus convey the historic significance without extensive repair or replacement; when 
depiction at a particular period of time is not appropriate; and when a continuing or new use does not 
require additions or extensive alterations, Preservation may be considered as a treatment.

STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION 

REHABILITATION IS DEFINED AS the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property 
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its 
historical, cultural, or architectural values.

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to 
its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property 
will be avoided.  

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from 
other historic properties, will not be undertaken.  

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and 
preserved.  

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in a such a manner that, 
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.  

REHABILITATION AS A TREATMENT. When repair and replacement of deteriorated features are necessary; 
when alterations or additions to the property are planned for a new or continued use; and when its depiction 
at a particular period of time is not appropriate, Rehabilitation may be considered as a treatment.  

STANDARDS FOR RESTORATION 

RESTORATION IS DEFINED AS the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character 
of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other 
periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period. The limited and 
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-required work to make 
properties functional is appropriate within a restoration project.
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1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use which reflects the property's 
restoration period.  

2. Materials and features from the restoration period will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize the period 
will not be undertaken.  

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate and conserve materials and features from the restoration period will be 
physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly documented for 
future research.  

4. Materials, features, spaces, and finishes that characterize other historical periods will be 
documented prior to their alteration or removal.  

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize the restoration period will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated features from the restoration period will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.  

7. Replacement of missing features from the restoration period will be substantiated by documentary 
and physical evidence. A false sense of history will not be created by adding conjectural features, 
features from other properties, or by combining features that never existed together historically.

8. chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

9. Archeological resources affected by a project will be protected and preserved in place. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

10. Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed.  

RESTORATION AS A TREATMENT. When the property's design, architectural, or historical significance during 
a particular period of time outweighs the potential loss of extant materials, features, spaces, and finishes 
that characterize other historical periods; when there is substantial physical and documentary evidence for 
the work; and when contemporary alterations and additions are not planned, Restoration may be considered 
as a treatment. Prior to undertaking work, a particular period of time, i.e., the restoration period, should be 
selected and justified, and a documentation plan for Restoration developed.  

STANDARDS FOR RECONSTRUCTION 

RECONSTRUCTION IS DEFINED AS the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, 
features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object for the purpose of 
replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic location.

1. Reconstruction will be used to depict vanished or non-surviving portions of a property when 
documentary and physical evidence is available to permit accurate reconstruction with minimal 
conjecture, and such reconstruction is essential to the public understanding of the property.  

2. Reconstruction of a landscape, building, structure, or object in its historic location will be preceded 
by a thorough archeological investigation to identify and evaluate those features and artifacts which 
are essential to an accurate reconstruction. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation 
measures will be undertaken.  

3. Reconstruction will include measures to preserve any remaining historic materials, features, and 
spatial relationships.  

4. Reconstruction will be based on the accurate duplication of historic features and elements 
substantiated by documentary or physical evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the 
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availability of different features from other historic properties. A reconstructed property will re-
create the appearance of the non-surviving historic property in materials, design, color, and 
texture.

5. A reconstruction will be clearly identified as a contemporary re-creation.  
6. Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed.  

RECONTRUCTION AS A TREATMENT. When a contemporary depiction is required to understand and interpret 
a property's historic value (including the re-creation of missing components in a historic district or site ); 
when no other property with the same associative value has survived; and when sufficient historical 
documentation exists to ensure an accurate reproduction, Reconstruction may be considered as a treatment.  
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